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INTRODUCTION TO THE PROJECT AND THE QUESTIONAIRE
This national research questionnaire was prepared when implementing the EU co-funded
project Legal aid for children in criminal proceedings: developing and sharing best

practices (LA CHILD). The Project is implemented by the consortium consisting of Law
Institute of Lithuania (LIL), Defence for Children International (DCI) - Belgium) and Center
of Integrated Legal Services and Practices (CILSP, Albania). It started in February 2020 and
will end in December 2021.
The Project’s overall objective is to contribute to enhancing protection of procedural
rights of children in conflict with the law and to foster coherent implementation of
Directive 2016/800 in the EU Member States as regards legal aid to children. For this
purpose, the Project will develop common standards, showcase best practices and
innovative approaches that can be replicated across the EU as well as organize capacity
building activities.
The Project’s activities started with the evaluation of regulation and practices in
European States when providing legal aid for children in conflict with the law. This
questionnaire is the basis of this research. After having collected the responses, these
responses will be analysed by the project researchers and a summarising report will be
drafted. The prepared report will identify the main challenges encountered as well as the
best approaches to achieving effective and efficient legal aid for children.
Later on, the Project team will draft Guidelines on providing legal aid to children in conflict
with the law as well as a ‘child friendly’ version. In addition, in the end of 2020, an
international conference is planned in Vilnius, where experts from different states will
share their knowledge and insights. In 2021, tailored practical trainings to lawyers, judges,
legal aid board members and social workers will take place in Lithuania, Belgium and
Albania. The final stage of this Project will be a roundtable discussion in Brussels where
key Project outcomes and best practices will be presented and discussed.
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KEY DEFINITIONS:
Legal aid means the provision of legal advice, assistance and representation at the
expense of the State on the conditions and in accordance with the procedures established
under the national law for persons detained, arrested or imprisoned; for persons
suspected or accused of, charged with or convicted of a criminal offence; and for victims
and witnesses in the criminal justice process. Legal aid includes legal education, access to
legal information and other services provided through alternative dispute resolution
mechanisms and restorative justice processes.1
Child is a human being under the age of 18.
A child in conflict with the law is a person who has reached the age of criminal
responsibility but not the age of majority (under 18 years old), who is suspected or
accused of having committed an offence under his national criminal law.2 The age that
needs to be taken into consideration to determine whether a child is in conflict with the
law is the age at the time of committing the offence, not later than that.
Legal aid provider means any person who is providing legal aid pursuant to national law.
Legal aid authority means the authority established under the national law for the
purpose of managing, coordinating and monitoring the provision of legal aid.3
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PART 1: AUTHORS AND GENERAL INFORMATION
1.1 Please list all the names of experts and lawyers who worked on this report.
Niamh Murphy (solicitor)
1.2 Please name the country which this report applies to.
Ireland
1.3 Please provide a full list of acronyms used in your report, if any.
The Scheme means the Criminal Legal Aid Scheme;
DPP means the Director of Public Prosecutions;
Garda Síochána means the Irish police force;
LAB means the (Legal Aid Board);
The 1962 Act means The Criminal Justice (Legal Aid) Act 1962;
The Department means The Department of Justice and Equality; and
The Scheme means the scheme pursuant to which criminal legal aid is administered.
1.4 Please explain the methodology used to complete this report and sources that
were used (such as internet research, legal database research, case law research)
and any limitations that were experienced when undertaking this research (such as
lack of enough data, resources, directives, etc.)
We researched online using primary sources where possible. Given I do not practice in this
area, I also spoke to a number of legal aid practitioners practicing in Ireland.
One difficulty I faced was the lack of easily available statistics and data.
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1.5 Please keep a list of the most useful materials that you find during your research
that are applicable to your country. We are mainly looking for research studies,
analyses, reports, tools, etc. relevant to the rights of access to legal aid for children
in conflict with the law at the local/national level.
https://igees.gov.ie/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/10.-Review-of-Criminal-Legal-AidDepartment-of-Justice-Equality.pdf
http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Procedures_governing_the_payment_of_Criminal_Legal_Ai
d_Fees_October_2017.pdf/Files/Procedures_governing_the_payment_of_Criminal_Legal_A
id_Fees_October_2017.pdf
http://www.iyjs.ie/
https://www.lawsociety.ie/globalassets/documents/committees/criminal/guidance-forsolicitors-providing-legal-services-in-garda-stations.pdf
https://assets.gov.ie/7320/b26e8d13fb42468fb66a40aed88fe875.pdf
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PART 2: NATIONAL LEGAL AID SYSTEM
Regulation of legal aid
2.1 Please shortly describe the legal framework regulating the legal aid system in your
country. (this description should not be longer than half of a page).
The Criminal Justice (Legal Aid) Act 1962 (the 1962 Act) and the regulations made under
it provide that free legal aid may be granted by the courts, in certain circumstances, for
the defence of persons of insufficient means in criminal proceedings. An accused person
(includign a child) is entitled to be informed by the court in which they appear of their
possible right to legal aid. The grant of legal aid entitles the applicant to the services of a
solicitor and, in certain circumstances, up to two counsel, in the preparation and conduct
of their defence or appeal. The courts, through the judiciary, are responsible for the
granting of legal aid.
The Department of Justice and Equality (the Department) does not have the power to
grant or refuse access to the Criminal Legal Aid Scheme (the Scheme). However, the
Department has a role in examining claims for fees and making payments under the
Scheme. An application for legal aid may be made to the court either in person, by the
applicant's legal representative or by letter to the Court Registrar.
The granting of legal aid is subject to the applicant satisfying the court of two criteria. The
applicant for legal aid must establish to the satisfaction of the court that
(i)

their means are insufficient to enable them to pay for legal aid themselves.
(This is purely a discretionary matter for each court and is not governed by
any financial eligibility guidelines)

(ii)

by reason of the 'gravity of the charge' or 'exceptional circumstances' it is
essential in the interests of justice that the applicant should have legal aid. 4

4 (See Sections 2 – 6 of the Criminal Justice (Legal Aid) Act 1962).
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Where the charge is one of murder or where an appeal is one from the Court of
Appeal to the Supreme Court, free legal aid is granted solely on the grounds of
insufficient means.
In addition to the above elements of the Criminal Legal Aid Scheme, there are certain nonstatutory ad-hoc schemes to provide legal aid for certain types of cases not covered by
the Scheme including:
1. Legal Aid - Custody Issues Scheme (previously known as the Attorney General’s
Scheme)
2. Criminal Assets Bureau Ad-Hoc Legal Aid Scheme (CAB)
3. Garda Station Legal Advice Revised Scheme
An applicant for free legal aid may be required by the court to complete a statement of
means. It is an offence for an applicant to knowingly make a false statement or conceal a
material fact for the purpose of obtaining legal aid. Such an offence carries a penalty of a
fine or imprisonment or both.5
2.2 Which laws or/and policy documents regulate legal aid? Please describe briefly the
objectives and content of regulation of each legal act or policy document.
The 1962 Act is the key document that regulates the provision of legal aid in Ireland. The
1962 Act make provisions for the grant by the State of free legal aid to poor persons in
certain criminal cases.
A series of regulations relating to the 1962 Act have been made since the implementation
of the 1962 Act relating to procedural matters such as establishing the panels of lawyers
willing to undertake criminal legal aid work under the Scheme and the level of fees
payable.
The

main

legislation

covering

children

and

the

criminal

justice

system

is

the Children Act 2001 (the Children Act). Whilst the Children Act doesn’t deal with the
administration of criminal legal aid, it is the most important piece of legislation in respect
5 (See Sections 9 & 11 of the Criminal Justice (Legal Aid) Act 1962).
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of children and the criminal justice system in the State. The Children Act focuses on
preventing criminal behaviour, diversion from the criminal justice system and
rehabilitation. The Children Act provides that the use of detention for a child is to be a
last resort; the Children Act requires that all avenues be explored before it is used. The
Children Act provides that:

o

Any child who accepts responsibility for his/her offending behaviour should be
diverted from criminal proceedings, where appropriate.

o

Children have equal rights and freedoms before the law equal to those enjoyed by
adults and a right to be heard and to participate in any proceedings affecting them.

o

Detention should be imposed as a last resort and may only be imposed if it is the
only suitable way of dealing with the child.

o

Due regard must be had to the interests of the victim.

o

A child’s age and level of maturity may be taken into consideration as mitigating
factors in determining a penalty.

o

A child’s privacy should be protected in any proceedings against him/her

There is a special Court for children who are in trouble with the law and who are being
charged with a crime. The Judge listens to both sides about what happened and decides
what happens next. The Children Court is held in the courtrooms where ordinary sittings
of the District Court are held, except in Dublin which has a dedicated Children Court. The
sittings are held at different times to those for adults who have to come to the District
Court. The Children Court gives special attention to helping children understand what is
going on. If the parents or guardian cannot afford to pay a solicitor, the Court can offer
legal aid for the children

2.3 Do those general laws or/and policy documents on legal aid refer to specifics of
legal aid to children?
No.
Please describe briefly and present the relevant extracts from those documents.
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N/A
2.4 Are there any laws or policy documents specifically addressing legal aid for
children adopted in your country?
No.
If yes, please describe objectives and content of regulation of these laws or policy
documents and provide their texts (if the texts are long, no translation for the texts
is requested).
N/A
2.4 bis. Does your country have a law that specifically regulates or limits access to legal
aid for terrorist suspects or perpetrators?
No.
Does such a regulation also apply to minors and what does it provide for?
No.

Management and administration of legal aid
2.5 How the legal aid system is organised nationally, regionally or locally? Who is in
charge of the management and oversight? Please describe status and functions of
the legal aid authority (legal aid board or similar body) institution.
The courts, through the judiciary, are responsible for the granting of legal aid. The
Department does not have the power to grant or refuse access to the Scheme. However,
the Department has a role in examining claims for fees and making payments under the
Scheme.
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The Scheme, in relation to the fees / expenses and forms applicable, can be regarded as
comprising of two broad components relating to (i) cases coming before the District Court
and appeals to the Circuit Court and (ii) cases coming before the Circuit and higher courts.
Under the Scheme, fees and expenses can be claimed in order to meet the following costs
where they are essential to the preparation and conduct of a defence including the
following:
(i) Solicitor in the District Court, appeals to the Circuit Court and bail applications to
the Circuit and Special Criminal Courts (S. I. No. 362 of 2011);
(ii) Solicitor and Counsel in the Circuit and higher courts (S. I. Nos. 234 of 1976 and
202 of 1977); 6
(iii) Prison Visits made by solicitor and/or counsel for a consultation with their client (S.
I. No. 362 of 2011);
(iv) Expert Witnesses – Medical and Technical Reports (S. I. No. 12 of 1965)
(v) Interpretation or translation services (S. I. No. 33 of 1978)
(vi) Travel & Subsistence (S. I. No. 12 of 1965)
(vii)

Photocopying expenses (S. I. No. 33 of 1978)

Management of Solicitors/Barristers taking part in the Scheme
Each County Registrar is legally required to compile a list of the solicitors practising in the
county or the county and county borough, who are willing to undertake criminal work
under the Scheme. 6(S. I. No. 12 of 1965).
Solicitors (willing to act for persons to who legal aid certificates have been granted) who
wish to be added to panels maintained by County Registrars must submit evidence that
they are tax compliant to the County Registrar(s) prior to having their name added to the
panel(s). Solicitors who are included on panels and who wish to be retained on such panels
must be tax compliant.

6

Regulation 4 of the Criminal Justice (Legal Aid) Regulations 1965 S. I. No. 12 of 1965).
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The Minister for Justice and Equality is legally obliged to keep a list of the names of
counsel who have notified the Bar Council of their willingness to undertake criminal work
under the Scheme. Barristers (willing to act for persons to who certificates for free legal
aid have been granted) who wish to be added to the panel maintained by the Minister
must also prove tax compliance.7
Type of Legal Aid Certificates
The Criminal Justice (Legal Aid) Regulations 1965 (S. I. No. 12 of 1965) as amended by S.
I. No. 493 of 2014 prescribes the types of legal aid certificate to issue from the courts
depending on the nature of the proceedings. These certificates range from the initial
granting of legal aid in the District Court before which a person is charged with an offence
up an appeal to the Court of Appeal or the Supreme Court. The certificate is important as
it contains details of the legal aid granted e.g. date, reference number, name of defendant,
name of solicitor assigned, whether counsel was assigned etc.
There is no requirement for a practitioner to be on the panel when undertaking work
under the Garda Station legal Advice Revised Scheme, the Legal Aid – Custody Issues
Scheme or the Criminal Assets Bureau Ad Hoc Legal Aid Scheme.
2.6 Is there an institution who is working particularly with legal aid for children?
No, however, the Irish Youth Justice Service operates as an executive office located in
the Department of Children and Youth Affairs. It has responsibility for leading and driving
reform in the area of youth justice its objective is to improve delivery of youth justice and
to reduce youth offending.
Is there a department (division) within the main legal aid institution that is
specialised in legal aid for children?
No.
7

See Regulations 4 and 5 of the Criminal Justice (Legal Aid) (Tax Clearance Certificate) Regulations

1999 (S. I. No. 135 of 1999).
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If yes please describe in more detail.

Funding of legal aid
2.7 How is the legal aid system financed?
Legal aid is financed by the State. The Department is currently responsible for
administering the main criminal legal aid scheme. The Department pays the lawyer’s fees
based on agreed set rates . The Legal Aid Board (‘LAB’) also administers some of the
smaller criminal legal aid schemes including the Garda Station Legal Advice scheme.
2.8 How are legal aid providers (including lawyers) paid?
Legal representation under the Criminal Legal Aid Scheme is provided entirely by solicitors
and barristers in the private sector who have notified County Registrars (in the case of
solicitors) and the Bar Council (in the case of barristers) of their willingness to have their
names placed on panels to undertake legal aid work.
.
The level of fees and expenses payable and the procedures for making claims vary
somewhat depending the nature of the court proceedings.
Two separate payment systems operate in relation to the payment of solicitors and
counsel under the Scheme. One system operates in respect of appearances in the District
Court and Appeals to the Circuit Court. A separate method of payment exists in respect
of appearances in the Circuit Court, Central Criminal Court, Special Criminal Court and
Court of Appeal.
The manner in which fees payable to solicitors in the Circuit Court and higher courts are
calculated was set by the Criminal Justice (Legal Aid) (Amendment) Regulations 1978 (S.
I. No. 33 of 1978). The fees paid to solicitors acting on behalf of the defendant in the
higher courts are related to the fees payable to the defence counsel which are in turn
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based on the fees paid to the prosecution counsel as determined by the Director of Public
Prosecutions (DPP). The Regulations also provide that any disbursements that were
reasonably made and essential to the preparation and conduct of a defence by a solicitor
are also payable under the Scheme.
Fees for counsel in the Circuit and Higher courts in respect of indictable offences are
determined entirely by the fees which the DPP pays to prosecution counsel, through parity
agreements introduced by Regulations made in 1976 (Criminal Justice (Legal Aid)
(Amendment) Regulations 1976 (S. I. No. 234 of 1976). 7.5
Fee payments are based on claim forms completed by the Solicitors and/or Court
Clerks/Court Registrars. The appropriate form must be properly completed and
authorised by the appropriate official.
What are legal aid providers’ (lawyers’) fees for legal aid?
Please see the schedule to this document.
2.9 Are here any differences between fees provided for legal aid for children compared
with legal aid for adults? If yes please describe in more detail.
No.
2.10

Are there different fees for a representation of a child in criminal (juvenile

justice) proceedings as compared to representation in civil or administrative cases?
Yes.
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PART 3. RIGHTS OF BENEFICIARIES OF LEGAL AID
Access to legal aid
3.1 What are the general criteria for accessing legal aid? Who is entitled to legal
aid?
Please see comments at 2.1 above.
3.2 In which circumstances are children in conflict with the law entitled to legal aid?
Please see comments at 2.1 above. A number of criminal defence lawyers spoken to for
the purposes of completing this form noted that they are not aware of any case whereby
a child who has applied for legal aid has been refused legal aid.
3.2bis. Are foreign children entitled to legal aid in your country when they are in
conflict with the law (is access to legal aid conditioned by nationality or residency
status for children)?
Yes.
3.3 Is legal aid to children in conflict with the law always free or partial payment can
be requested?
Legal Aid is means tested. If a child’s parents cannot pay, they will be entitled to legal
aid. As I have stated above at 3.2 a number of criminal defence lawyers spoken to for the
purposes of completing this form noted that they are not aware of any case whereby a
child who has applied for legal aid has been refused legal aid
3.4 Can children victims of crime access free legal aid in your country?
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In Ireland victims are not represented in legal proceedings, prosecutions are brought by
the DPP as opposed to by the victim.
3.5 Is the representation of a lawyer mandatory for any alleged child offender? In which
case and at what point in the proceedings?
3.5bis. Is there a mandatory lawyer participation for children who are suspected or
accused of terrorism?
Law doesn’t specify if there is a mandatory lawyer participation for children suspected
or accused of terrorism however please see response at 3.6 above.
3.6 Is there a mandatory lawyer participation for children victims of crime provided in
your country? In which cases?
No, please see my comments at 3.5 above.
3.7 If a child benefits from legal aid, can he/she choose his/her lawyer? What is the
legal role of the parents in this regard?
There is no absolute right for an accused person to choose a particular solicitor. If a person
is granted legal aid the judge assigns a solicitor to the case from the legal aid panel. If the
accused express a desire to be represented by a particular solicitor from the panel, the
judge will usually assign that solicitor if he/she is available. Although you have no absolute
right to choose a solicitor, the courts very rarely refuse to assign the solicitor sought by a
defendant provided however that the desired solicitor is on the legal aid panel and is
available.
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3.8 If the child benefits from legal aid, can he/she change lawyer during the same
proceedings? In which circumstances? What is the procedure? Please explain the
answers in more detail.
A defendant cannot discharge an assigned solicitor without permission of the Court. If a
defendant informs the assigned solicitor that he no longer wishes him to act, the assigned
solicitor should bring this to the attention of the Court as soon as possible and it is then
up to the Court to discharge the solicitor from his assignment.

3.9 Does a child have the right to access free interpreter if he/she needs one when
meeting with provided lawyer?
Yes. Under the Scheme, fees and expenses can be claimed for an interpreter where
necessary.

Access to information about legal aid
3.10

Does the State play a role in giving information to a child regarding legal

aid system?
Yes. An accused person is entitled to be informed by the court in which he/she is
appearing of his/her possible right to legal aid. The grant of legal aid entitles the applicant
to the services of a solicitor and, in certain circumstances, up to two counsel, in the
preparation and conduct of his/her defence or appeal. Further, the Criminal Justice Act
1984 requires Gardaí to inform a person who is detained that they are entitled to consult
with a solicitor. But that is as far as the statutory obligation on Gardaí goes
Are there any initiatives (media or educational campaigns, etc.) to inform children
about the legal aid system?
Not to the best of my knowledge.
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3.11

Are there any organisations or associations that give information and

facilitate a child’s right to legal aid?
There are no organisation or associations which I am aware of or which I can locate online
that are dedicated to giving children information about their right to legal aid however
there are local organisations and community groups working with children and
anecdotally I understand that these groups will advise children of their right to claim legal
aid should a child require one.
3.12

If a child is deprived of liberty in the context of a criminal proceedings (e.g.

held on remand at a prison, held at the police station or a hospital etc.) how does
he/she receive information on his/her right to legal aid?
Where a child is arrested and brought to a Garda Síochána station on suspicion of having
committed an offence, the member in charge of the station shall without delay inform the
child or cause the child to be informed, in a manner and in language that is appropriate
to the age and level of understanding of the child—
a) of the offence in respect of which he or she has been arrested,
b) that he or she is entitled to consult a solicitor and how this entitlement can be
availed of, and
c) that the child's parent or guardian is being—
(i) informed that the child is in custody in the station,
(ii) given the information specified in paragraphs (a) and (b), and
(iii) requested to attend at the station without delay8

3.13

8

Is there an obligation to provide the information in child-friendly language?

Section 55 Children Act 2001
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Yes.
3.14

If a child cannot speak the official language of the country, is there an

obligation to provide the information in the child’s mother tongue or in a
language spoken/understood by the child?
The Children Act doesn’t specify this however it states that the child must be given the
information listed at (a) to (c) above in a manner and in language that is appropriate to
the age and level of understanding of the child.
3.15

If the information needs to be translated or an interpreter needs to be

provided, who covers the costs for the interpretation/translation?
The State.
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PART 4. LEGAL AID PROVIDERS (LAWYERS)
General requirements for legal aid providers
4.1 What professionals are entitled to provide legal aid to children in conflict with the
law in your country? Please describe the status and functions (duties) of legal aid
providers.
Legal representation under the Criminal Legal Aid Scheme is provided entirely by solicitors
and barristers in the private sector who have notified County Registrars (in the case of
solicitors) and the Bar Council (in the case of barristers) of their willingness to have their
names placed on panels to undertake legal aid work.
Legal Aid practitioners will provide legal representation to accused persons at all stages
of the criminal process from initially attending a Garda Station when the accused is
arrested, working with the accused to prepare for any trial and advising them about the
process. A practitioner will visit an accused person in custody to prepare for trial if the
accused in on remand pending a trial. In addition to the representation in court and
preparing for trial a solicitor will often assist the accused more broadly, this could include
assisting an accused that is homeless in getting accommodation, liaising with drug
treatment centres or medical providers so the accused can access necessary services,
liaising with family members etc The practitioners are not paid for this work but
anecdotally most legal aid practitioners will agree that this is an important part of their
job.

4.2 What are the requirements to be a legal aid provider in your country?
Please see comments at 4.2 above.
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4.3 In the legal aid system, is there any type of registration requirement for lawyers
who want to represent children in criminal proceedings (with bar association or
another body)?
No such registration requirement exists, solicitors and barristers regularly represent both
children and adults.
4.4 In your country, are there any legal entities (any associations/organisations) who
provide legal assistance to children in criminal proceedings? If yes, can you please
provide some information on such legal entity’s activities.
Any practitioner providing legal representation in accordance with the 1962 Act. Scheme
can represent a child. Many legal aid providers will represent both adults and children.

Education and qualification of legal aid providers (requirements for becoming
legal aid providers)
4.5 What are education requirements for legal aid providers?
As stated above legal aid providers must be either a solicitor or a barrister practicing in
the state. Solicitors will often be assisted in representing clients by legal executives or
trainee solicitors however legal executives or trainees must be supervised by a qualified
solicitor.
4.6 Are there any specific requirements for legal aid providers who provide legal aid
for children?
No.
Are they required to undergo specific trainings (e.g. on juvenile justice, children’s
rights, psychology, communication with children, etc.)?
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Many practitioners practicing in the area of juvenile will voluntarily undertake specific
training however such training is not compulsory.

Continuous training
4.7 Is there a continuous training on juvenile justice offered/mandated throughout a
legal aid provider’s (lawyer's) career?
Whilst all solicitor and barristers practicing in Ireland are required to undertake continuing
professional development each year there is no such mandated continuous training in
juvenile justice.
4.8 Are there any materials (e.g. manuals, self-training tools, reports) that exist at the
national level on the role and mission of lawyers who represent children in criminal
proceedings?
No.

Specialisation of legal aid providers
4.9 Is specialisation on children cases for legal aid providers established in your
country?
No, whilst some practitioners will develop expertise in the area of juvenile justice, there is
no formal method of specialisation
If yes, is the specialisation mandatory? Please describe in more detail. NA
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4.10

Is there a network or a list of specialised legal aid providers (lawyers)

available to beneficiaries? Please describe in more detail.
Whilst there are a number of practitioners who have built up reputations as specialising
in representing children, there is no formal or official list of practitioners specialising in
providing legal advice to juveniles.
4.11

If the specialisation exists, what is the role of these lawyers at the different

stages of the criminal proceeding? Where is it defined? How does it differ from the
role of a lawyer who is not specialised to represent children in criminal
proceedings?
N/A
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PART 5. QUALITY AND ASSESSMENT OF LEGAL AID
Legal aid quality standards (guidelines)
5.1 Are legal aid standards (or guidelines) for legal aid (in general) established in your
country?
There is a Guide to the professional conduct of solicitors in Ireland. This guide is an
important document for all solicitors and aims to regulate good professional conduct.
The following guidance documents are also available on the Legal Aid Board website:
(i) Legal Aid Custody Issues Scheme Provisions and Guidance Document
(ii) Expert Witness Fees Procedures and Guidelines Document
(iii) Guidelines on the use of the CLA11 Prison Visit Claim Form
(iv) Garda Station Legal Advice Revised Scheme
(v) Garda Station Legal Advice Revised Scheme Provisions and Guidance Document
(vi) Criminal Assets Bureau Ad-hoc Legal Aid Scheme Guidelines

5.2 Are there special standards on providing legal aid for children (guidelines on childfriendly legal aid) established in your country?
I have not found any such guide available and I have spoken to a criminal defence solicitor
who has confirmed no such guide exists.

If yes, please describe in more detail and present the text if possible (no translation
of the text is required).
N/A
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Assessment of legal aid quality
5.3 How is lawyers work quality assessed in your country?
There is no formal assessment process however if a client is dissatisfied with the service
provided the client can make a complaint to the Law Society of Ireland.

5.4 Are there any legal aid quality assessment measures (e. g. peer review) established
and implemented in your country?
No

Please describe in more detail (e .g. who are responsible for assessment, what are
the procedures and criteria of assessment etc.).
N/A

5.5 Does such assessment include children cases in criminal proceedings?
N/A

Are there special rules of procedures for assessment of children cases? Please
describe in more details.

N/A
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PART 6. STATISTICS
6.1. Please provide the following statistics of the year 2019 (or data of the last year
available)
•

The number of persons who benefited from legal aid.

64,181 legal aid certificates issued in 2017

•

The number of children who benefited from legal aid and the number of cases.

Unknown
•

The number of legal aid providers (lawyers) in general.

Data not available
•

The number of legal aid providers (lawyers) who provided legal aid to children (if
available).

Data not available
•

Number of complaints about legal aid per year (total, including cases not related
to children).

Unknown
•

Number of complaints where the beneficiary of legal aid was a child (if available).

Unknown
•

If you have data, please provide statistics representing backgrounds of complaint?

Unknown
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PART 7: ANNEX
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Coordination of the project

Project partners

